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Young Swiss
Design Kaleidoscope 2013
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This exhibition reflects some of the
best of Swiss contemporary designers’
approaches, and solutions reflecting
Swiss tradition. Ranging from concep-
tual to commercialized, and inclusive

of gallery works, there are both common
and luxury products. Disciplines reflect-
ed include communication design,
graphic and digital design, industrial
design, furniture and product design
including fashion accessories. Discover
an eclectic representative selection

of some of the very best Swiss designers.
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54 POSTFOSSIL

POSTFOSSIL is a Swiss design collective
founded in 2007 to create a platform
for discussion and create objects for
the home, especially in the context of
the resource crunch and looking at a
post-fossil era. POSTFOSSIL'S work is
based on three key aspects. First, itis
aplatform for exchanging research on
materials that assimilate the philosophy
of an oil-less future. The second aspect
is owning the whole production. This
decision allows members to not only
retain rights to the design but also

to manage production and distribution,
which is integral to the post-fossil
approach. The third aspect is to engage
with the user, and the transmission

of the post-fossil ideology. To this end,
Postfossil engages with users through
public discourse and workshops. POST-
FOSSIL members include Anna Blattert,
Claudia Heiniger, Christine Birkhoven,
Daniel Gafner and Thomas Walde.
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You state that you create objects for
a post-fossil age. Can you explain?

We focus on the inter-dependence of
petroleum and products. It’s obvious
that a huge change would occur if, at
some point, the demand could not be
satisfied any more. The world of finance,
production and consumption would
change drastically. This chain reaction
would modify our behavior, the way we
see things as users and consumers. We
will have to react somehow. It would

be preferable not to reach the end of this
chain but to start reacting now. We
design with a focus on how products or
objects influence consumer behavior

in a positive way.

Social and ecological responsibility are
at the heart of your initiatives. How
do you concretize this? Is this why you
produce mainly in Switzerland?

We talk a lot about these themes. We
see ourselves as designers and as critics
of consumption. This is quite a paradox-
ical position but also an interesting one.
So, behind every initiative, there is a
concept and a message. As for our pro-
duction in Switzerland, it makes sense
because we are close to our craftsmen.
We are able to react quickly to alternative
solutions and we can experiment. Fur-
thermore, we can be sure of the quality
and the thoroughness of the production
process from the perspective of ecology
and social responsibility.
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Can you tell us about the Home Made
Collection, your first auto-production?

We wanted to have an overview of the
production process. The Home Made
Collection was our first step in this
direction, and it was quite a challenge.
We now bear the full burden of risk, but
we also have the full benefit of the
enterprise. We are constantly confront-
ed with new issues and we learn a lot
every day.

Did you already have any experience
of working with China?

One member of POSTFOSSIL lived in
South Korea and had visited Beijing for
a design workshop. But this is the first
time we are going to exhibit in China!
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POSTFOSSIL HOME MADE COLLECTION
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