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Post…[lat.], a prefix meaning ‘behind‘, ‘after‘, ‘later‘ 

Fossil [lat.], any remains, impression, or trace of a living

thing of a former geological age, such as a skeleton, footprint, etc. 

Collective [lat.], 1) general:  ‘group’, ‘team’ 

2) Political: An undertaking, such as a business operation, set

up on the principles or system of collectivism
The design platform POSTFOSSIL
POSTFOSSIL is a collective of emerging designers, which creates objects for the home, thinking about the postfossil reality and putting their objects into the context of resource scarcity. The use of environmentally friendly and renewable resources is only the basis; POSTFOSSIL takes it to the next level: fossil does not only stand for energy sources but also for social behaviour patterns. That’s where the initiators start. 

The collections include products that focus on the use of materials; others attempt to reflect everyday – fossil – routines, to reconsider habitual processes. Others deal with the subject ironically. The collections from POSTFOSSIL aspire to long life and environmental friendliness, and reflect a responsible use of resources. POSTFOSSIL does not want to limit itself; this variety of interpretations offers space, and this is one of the collection’s strengths. The POSTFOSSIL platform wants to design products for the postfossil age and offers services, which will encourage discussion about resources, consumption, and society.

What means ‘postfossil’?
The postfossil age will begin when fossil energy sources are completely exhausted. Postfossil therefore means coming to terms with the past as much as planning for the future, omnipresent, albeit sub-consciously. 

Postfossil means posing questions and looking for answers, to critically observe the banal and to redefine our values. Postfossil is change and opportunity. Potential and restriction. Postfossil is what concerns us today and changes us tomorrow. 

Through their work, the POSTFOSSIL platform of designers prepare us for the postfossil age and sustainably shape the future. 

Collective working across borders 
POSTFOSSIL is more than just a label under which objects are created. POSTFOSSIL opens up discussion between the designers and to encourages discourse. They are looking for responsibility in themselves and all of us. In their eyes, design is more than just aesthetics, design is a responsibility, and it is the thoughtful and prospective design of the future. 

The trained industrial designers work in different cities. The collective work happens spontaneously and without a prescribed form. What looks like chaos at first sight is a consciously chosen method. Ideas are transmitted immediately and directly using blogs. Ideas are dispersed and elaborated as impulses. This has enabled the collective of young designers to establish a way of working across borders which has 
proven effective and satisfactory for them. 

POSTFOSSIL regards itself as a platform that works together with companies, institutions, and other designers. 
Raising awareness 
What is the aim of the young designers? The answer is simple: they want to raise awareness. Not with a megaphone, but rather with quiet, subtle remarks artfully incorporated into their objects. POSTFOSSIL’s intention is not to preach, only to ask questions and to look for answers in as public a way as possible, over and over again, in order to broaden design’s horizon and for it to fulfil its sustainable role. They want to encourage responsible interaction with resources and to encourage change on our part before the postfossil age changes us. 
